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What do strawberries, potatoes, and rockets
have in common? They were all in use at an
Idaho Falls elementary school bilingual STEM
education night. INL provided a grant and
several eager volunteers to Dora Erickson
Elementary School’s after-school program to
help students who speak Spanish as their first
language learn more about the possibilities
in STEM.

“It's really important to show inclusiveness to
these kids,” said Dr. Lorenzo Vega-Montoto, a
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Chemical and Radiation Measurements staff
scientist who was in charge of rallying INL
employees for the event. “This community
night was valuable because it was a bilingual
event, featuring scientists of multiple ages
and from multiple countries.”

The program itself involved 30 kids, but all

of their siblings and parents were invited

as well, leading to over 100 attendees. The
grant went to providing after-school program
students with take-home science kits, so they
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could continue learning about and enjoying
STEM activities long after the event ended.

“We have had other STEM nights, but often,
the parents were busy, and in a rush to
leave,” Ines Guenther, the district’s English
Language Academic Program facilitator,
explained. “But at this event, everyone was
so engaged and excited. Usually at these
community nights, we have interpreters,
but this is the first one where everyone
involved was able to speak the participants
first language. It was very meaningful to
the families to have the scientists speaking
directly to them, in Spanish.”
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